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AbstractThe programme is dying: we believe that it is essential thatits memory should be kept alive, its research results andtechnologies preserved. Unfortunately there are now manywho wish them to be obliterated. We have therefore formed anorganisation, the Scottish Interplanetary Society, and invitethose interested – whether or not they work on the programmedirectly – to join us in this fight.Please contact us using the details below if you wish to beinvolved. A meeting will be organised presently for those inter-ested. Some security-cleared ‘fellow-travellers’ from outwiththe programme may also be invited to attend.
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1 The present and probable near future of the programme

In the last two years it has become very clear to those of us involvedin the programme that it cannot long survive, at least not in itspresent form.
FundingFunding has always been difficult of course, but recently it hasbecome very difficult. The two accidents serious enough that reportingthem was unavoidable have not helped our situation: although most ofthe more serious safety issues have now, we believe, been addressed,the feeling that the programme is casual about safety – as indeedwe must admit it was for many years – persists. There is some talkof ‘clean-up costs’ which may be considerable and would furtherreduce the programmes’ funding1.Politicians, who are our ultimate paymasters, are generally moreconcerned with the votes which keep them in power – or indeed offinding ways to remain in power without the inconvenience of votes– than they are in the science being done by the programme. Votescost money2 and so further reductions in funding for the programme,which does not have a vote, seem likely.

1We admit that some of the decisions made early in the programme were perhapsquestionable: the argument that rendering an area the size of Greater Glasgowuninhabitable for perhaps thousands of years was an acceptable risk no longer seemscorrect, for instance. On the other hand no accident on that scale did happen, andthe safety of the special fuels is now much improved.2We do not, of course, wish to imply that votes are being bought. At least not thatthey are being openly bought.
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The enemies of the programme . . .However funding problems are not now our most severe by a largemargin. It is clear that there are powerful forces in English politicswho have what, for want of a better word, is an English nationalistview of the world. For these people the idea that a small country tothe north of their precious England – a country they would not evenrecognise as really different from England or indeed as a country atall – has not only attempted but succeeded in an undertaking whichEngland, in its sloth and conceit, had not considered possible: forthese people that idea is unnacceptable.These people regard Scotland as a colony, or at best a clientstate, of England: a place which has no independent existence otherthan to serve the ends of their imagined mighty English empire: toharbour its glorious navy, to provide labour, steel, coal, servants andsomewhere to hunt in the summer. They have not, really, noticedthat the empire, never actually glorious, finally collapsed more thantwo decades ago and is now just a fading memory in their decayingminds.And nationalists, English or otherwise, are not so far from beingfascists as they would have you believe. When reality interferes withtheir idiot fantasy, why, then reality must be edited in the way thatwe edit paper tape: the inconvenient parts spliced out and disposedof, and new subroutines patched in.These elements are gaining increasing influence in the Britishgovernment – which they regard as the English government, of course– and they do not wish the programme well. Indeed, they wouldprefer that the programme had never been and, perhaps, they havethe means to achieve that goal.
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. . . and their possible collaboratorsAs readers will know, there is now strong evidence that the programmehas had the attention – and perhaps the assistance – of those we call‘others’. We do not know their exact nature or where they are from,although it seems likely they are related to some of those curiouspeoples described in folklore and myth.In the same way we have strong reasons to believe that ourenemies may also be receiving assistance from certain entities, atwhose exact nature we can only guess. We have a few friendlycontacts within their organisation, one of whom wrote this:There is a palpable sense of something awful here:something slow, cold, ancient and probably rather stupid.[. . . ] Whatever it is, it is using our enemies for its owndark ends: it does not care about their interests butdimly understands that through them it can gain, what?perhaps entrance. [. . . ] I think they are aware of thebargain they have signed and its likely consequences forthem: but there is nothing they can now do but continueon the path they have chosen. (source 3)3There is no concrete evidence and this may be fancy. However it isborn out by at least one other source:It’s coming, I can feel it. Cold, relentless, and horrible. Idon’t know whether they control it or it controls them.I’m not sure what would be worse. (source 1)
3Source 3 has been silent since the message this passage comes from, and attempts atcontact have failed. We still hope, but we must fear the worst.
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Finally we must remember that we have no really concrete evidencefor the others which we believe assist us: as we believe in them sowe should at least consider believing in this.So we must assume that there is an entity, or perhaps entities,which is assisting those forces in English politics which cannotabide the programme. Perhaps, indeed, that entity is driving them:wearing them like puppets made of flesh and bone, hollowed out bya vast parasite which now wears their still-living husks and watchesthrough their eyes.

2 Consequences for the programme

We believe that the programme will not long survive in its presentform: the forces arrayed against it are too great. The programme isapproaching its end: we may be able to launch one final mission,but that is probably all, and even that is now in doubt. We don’tthink this view is now controversial.But there is worse. Our opponents don’t just seek the dissolutionand liquidation of the programme: they seek its obliteration. Theyseek to create a world where the programme has never been, wherehistory is rewritten to suit their idiot narrative of a glorious empireand English supremacy.Authoritarians and fascists everywhere rewrite history to eraseevents they find inconvenient, and they do this more-or-less suc-cessfully: who now remembers that the cotton so important to theindustrial revolution was picked by slaves, for instance? Perhaps oneday this will be remembered again, but today this inconvenient truthhas been written out of history by those for whom it is inconvenient.
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But if we are correct in the forces they have at their disposal, thosewho oppose us may be able to rewrite history in a much more literalsense: to create a world where the programme simply never was. Aworld where all our work, all our achievements and discoveries, allour friendships and relationships never were. A world in which thechildren born to the couples who met through the programme neverwere born.Already people are forgetting: ask any schoolchild about theprogramme and they will stare at you blankly. Ask their teachersand they will look in confusion, half-remembering something theyonce knew fully but which has somehow faded from their memory,has somehow been removed from their memory. Ask anyone aboutthe large structures in Leith and they will say they are grain silos,or flour storage, or facilities for milk processing. Increasing numbersof staff fail to report for work on the programme and, later, arediscovered wandering in confusion, knowing that they work some-
where, on something, but unable to remember exactly where, or what.Sometimes they recover, but more often not.These changes are ever more rapid now: what was once a slowtrickle of change is becoming a torrent as reality is modified at anincreasing pace. Already we, the authors of this paper, sometimesstruggle to remember the details of our work. If one final mission islaunched, we fear that the crew will be left to drift as the staff inthe ground segment forget their roles and the mission itself: as theprogramme fades from existence leaving the crew stranded withouthope, looking in confusion at the bewildering array of switches anddials they no longer understand.
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Reality is shifting even as we watch, and the programme is fastfading before our eyes. Soon we also will not remember it: soon itwill never have been and will leave only some curious, unexplainedbut largely unnoticed, artifacts and inconsistencies in recent history.Perhaps all that will remain is the words of the recent popular songwritten about the programme:This is Major Tom to ground controlI’m stepping through the doorand I’m floating in a most peculiar wayand the stars look very different today

Here am I floating in a tin canfar above the worldplanet Earth is blueand there’s nothing I can do
3 Why we must fight

We are not concerned with politics, nationalism4, or the descent fromdemocracy through authoritarianism and into fascism: that is notour place. If the programme must end it will end: we will go ourseparate ways to new positions and new challenges.We are concerned only with truth: we are concerned that theprogramme should not be erased from history, that its achievementsand discoveries should not be forgotten, that the brave men, women
4One of the authors of this paper is English, one an eastern European of Gypsyheritage, one a Scot one of whose parents was born in what is now Pakistan. We arenot concerned with nationalism.
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and others who have worked for, and in some cases died for, theprogramme should not have worked for nothing; should not have diedfor nothing. We will not accept the annihilation of all the work donehere simply because it does not fit with an invented history of anempire that never was.
This is why we must fight. This is why we hope you will join us inour fight.

The Scottish Interplanetary Society is an organisationdedicated to preserving the legacy of those brave men,women and others who worked on the Scottish SpaceProgramme; to uncovering the history of the programme;to conserving its physical sites; to exploring the currentstatus of the programme; and finally to resisting thosewho now seek to erase all memory of the programmefrom history.


